
Kyaka II settlement is a Government gazetted 
land totaling to 82KM2, with around 15% 
wetlands, and valleys where settlement and 
other agriculture activities are prohibited.

The increase in the number of refugees in Kyaka II has put pressure on the 
environment and natural resources like forests and wetlands. There is massive 
environmental degradation in the settlement due to search for cooking energy 
and construction materials. 

Kyaka II refugee settlement depends on water harvested from the wetlands

Kyaka II has a carrying capacity 
of 100,000 with 88,256 refugees 
makes it 88% with only 12% 
remaining to reach the settlement 
carrying capacity. 

ENHANCING THE RESILIENCE CAPACITY OF REFUGEE’S 
TO BUILD NATURAL AND ECONOMIC ASSETS 

A CASE OF KYAKA II REFUGEE SETTLEMENT.

A glance at Kyaka II refugee settlement

The Challenge: 30 by 30
There is a shortage of land for agriculture in Kyaka II and according to the office of 
the Prime Minister who is in charge of refugee welfare, the plot size given to Refugees 
has reduced over the years from 100 by 100ft to 50 by 50ft and now 30 by 30ft, 
as a result of the influx of the refugees from the DRC, South Sudan, Burundi and 
Rwanda. This situation poses a significant threat to the fragile ecosystems mainly 
wetlands.

Resilient Solutions 

• Development of gender-sensitive Household land use 
plans to maximize production on small plots and also minimize 
disagreements amongst family members on the use of land.

• Women groups have been supported to start up handcraft 
businesses using the the raw materials from wetlands, this helps 
them to generate income to meet their basic/daily needs but 
also attach value to the wetland as a source of raw materials; as 
a result, we have women protecting wetland from degradation. 
Thereby building both household and ecosystem resilience.

•  Climate Smart Agricultural practices (kitchen gardens, 
inter/mixed cropping have helped the refugees to cop up with 
severe weather conditions especially dry spells 

• Through Farmer Field Business Schools refugees are taught 
good farming practices that help them build the skills necessary 
to increase productivity, access markets and sell at competitive 
prices, collaborate and engage in efficient decision making and 
production for market 

• Formation of wetland management committee/ Refugees 
Zonal Based Monitors, to undertake routine monitoring and 
reporting of the wetland abuse and routine awareness creation 
on wetland conservation. Establishment of a pictorial signpost 
with messages promoting wetland management in the refugee’s 
local languages specifically for new arrivals)

• Development of wetland management plans that enhance 
Refugee User Access and benefit rights per the laws of Uganda

• CARE in Uganda is mobilizing refugees and host communities 
into Village Saving and Loan Associations to boost 
economic and social asset building, through VSLA refugees 
can access small loans to startup Simple businesses and gain 
more financial/business knowledge. 

• CARE in Uganda is working with the Office of the Prime 
Minister and Joint Effort to Save Environment, UNHCR in the 
development of the relocation plans for refugees who were 
allocated plots in the wetland. Using the relocation plans 
refugees have been able to appreciate both ecological and 
economic importance of conserving wetlands and other natural 
resources around the settlement with the support of CARE they 
are observing the recommended boundaries and utilizing the 
given plots.
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